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conviction that, under such circumstances, the pleasure of doing wrong was as a whole far outweighed by the pain of suffering it. They thus agreed to purchase, by renouncing the practice of wrong, freedom from suffering it, and to maintain this principle with united force against the egoistic desires of the individual. Such a union of men is called the state. It is in its nature an institution for protection against wrong. This does not exclude the possibility, that such a common authority, superior to all resistance of the individual, when once in existence, might in a wider sense be, and as a fact is, employed for the representation and furtherance of other common interests.
Remark. The task of the state as a protective institution is threefold : (i) protection from without, (2) protection from within, (3) protection against the protector.
First Task of the State:   protection from without.
The maxim of the right of the stronger, abolished now within every civilised state, is still the only one valid between state and state, from which we may judge how immature our* race still is. For it may be foretold with certainty that the time will come when war will be looked back upon as a long past atrocious barbarity of a dark age.
Second Task of the State:  protection from  within.
To be an egoist is, humanly speaking, allowed, so long as one's egoism is not of such a degree as to injure others. Accordingly what the state considers as its task is the repres-